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MACEP’S Annual Emergency Medicine Coding  
and Reimbursement Fall Conference

November 20, 2009
MMS Conference Center 

Waltham Woods • 860 Winter Street 
Waltham, Massachusetts

Name

Hospital

Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone

Email

FEES:	  MACEP member  $200	
	  Physician non-member  $235
	  Coders & all others  $135

 M/C   
 Visa 
 Check enclosed (Payable to MACEP)  

Card #				        

Expiration Date

Card Holder

Billing Address

City/State/Zip 

MAIL TO:  MACEP 
860 WINTER STREET 
WALTHAM, MA 02451 

PHONE RESERVATION:  (781) 890-4407 
FAX REGISTRATION:  (781) 890-4109 

www.macep.org

No confirmation will be sent.   
Full refund if cancelled by 11/2/09.

MMS Conference Center is accessible.

Please submit your questions for the panel 
discussion in advance to EBerg@macep.org.
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Fundamental Massachusetts 

Payment reforms have been 

proposed!  Understand these 

vast changes!



OVERVIEW
The MACEP Annual Fall Emergency Medicine Coding 

and Reimbursement Conference

November 20, 2009 
MMS Conference Center • 860 Winter Street • Waltham, MA

About the Course  
This one day program will offer practical information and updates on 
reimbursement and coding through lectures and a panel discussion.  
The lectures are intended to build on existing knowledge while at 
the same time offering practical guidance in the handling of coding, 
reimbursement and compliance.  The course will cover the fundamentals 
of Emergency Medicine coding and procedure documentation 
including guidelines for Medicare and private payers; methods for fine 
tuning coding procedures; specific chart review geared to improving 
those reviews; case studies on procedures, provide updates on pay-for-
performance; review of  Massachusetts payment reform proposals* 
and conclude with a panel discussion for specific coding, compliance 
and reimbursement questions.  Separate concurrent breakout lectures 
will be provided during the afternoon session geared to the specific 
educational needs professional coders and emergency physicians.

*It is important to note that currently a state commission on payment 
reform in Massachusetts has recommended that the state move towards 
a system of “global payments” that will involve, if it is enacted by the 
state legislature, vast changes in the ways emergency physicians will 
be reimbursed.  This lecture will give all participants a review of the 
components in that proposed plan, its potential timetable, and overall 
effects it will have on billing and reimbursement.

Learning Objectives and Target Audience 
The target audience of emergency physicians and  professional billing 
and coding staff will, upon completion of this course, be able to:  discuss  
basic documentation fundamentals of ED coding; develop better internal 
procedures; interpret local/regional reimbursement issues and audit 
risks; develop a better knowledge of the appropriate use of CPT and 
ICD-9 codes for professional services provided in the EDs, including 
diagnosis coding, fracture care, and physician extenders; avoid billing 
and processing errors; better interpret pay-for-performance; and  develop 
a recognition of  the effects of potential changes in both federal and 
state reimbursement policies.

Directions
From Mass Pike/I-90 (East or West) take the exit for I-95/128 North. 
Contine on   Route 95/128 North for approximately 2 miles to Exit 27B 
(Wyman Street/Winter Street).  Once on Winter Street remain in the 
very right hand lane. Continue straight on Winter Street  keeping the 
Reservoir on your right  Go past two entrances (Verizon and AstraZenca) 
and take the third left by the large granite sign for Waltham Woods.  
Follow signs up the hill for entance to the Massachusetts Medical 
Society and  the MMS Conference Center at 860  Winter Street.

SCHEDULE
 

  7:30 -  8:00	 Registration/Continental Breakfast

  8:00 -  9:45	 Evaluation and Management  Documentation  
		  and Audits:  Increased Frequency of both  
		  Medicare and Private Payer Audits 	
		  Todd Thomas, CPC, CCS-P; 
		  Michael Granovsky, MD, FACEP, CPC

  9:45 - 10:00 	 Break with Refreshments

10:00 - 11:00	 ED Procedures and Observation Coding: 
		  Appropriately Capture High RVU Procedures 
 		  with Proper Documentation and Coding
		  Michael Granovsky, MD, FACEP, CPC 

11:00 - 12:00	 Massachuset t s  Payment  Reform:    
		  Fundamentally Changing Emergency Physician 
 		  Reimbursement
		  Peter Smulowitz, MD

12:00 -  1:00	 Lunch

  1:00 -  2:00	 Reimbursement Update:  Optimizing  
		  Revenue and Compliance – Making Your ED 
		  Revenue Stream Reliable
		  Elijah Berg, MD, FACEP

  2:00 -  3:00	 Physician Break Out Session:  High Level Discussion of Real World Documentation, Compliance and 
		  Audit Risks
	 Elijah Berg, MD, FACEP; Michael Granovsky, MD, FACEP, CPC

  2:00 -  3:00	 Coder Break Out Session:  Coding a Chart:  Putting It All Together With Step-by-Step Coding of  
	 Selected Real World Records
	 Todd Thomas, CPC, CCS-P

  3:00 -  3:15	  Break with Refreshments

  3:15 -  4:00 	 Ask The Experts:  An interactive panel discussion with questions and answers
		  Questions may be submitted in advance to eberg@macep.org
 		  Elijah Berg, MD, FACEP; Michael Granovsky, MD, FACEP, CPC;  Todd Thomas, CPC, CCS-P

ACCREDITATION
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies for the Accreditation Council of Continuing 
Medical Education through joint sponsorship of ACEP and MACEP The American College of Emergency Physicians is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

The American College of Emergency Physicians designates this educational activity for a maximum of  5.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit (s) ™. 
Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. Approved by the American College of Emergency 
Physicians for  5.5 hour (s) of ACEP Category I credit.

This program has the prior approval of the American Academy of Professional Coders (the Academy) for 5.5 continuing education hours. Granting of 
prior approval in no way constitutes endorsement by the Academy of the program content or program sponsor.

FACULTY 
MICHAEL GRANOVSKY, MD, FACEP, CPC** 

Editor, ED Coding Alert
National ACEP Coding and Reimbursement Course Director
National ACEP Coding & Nomenclature Advisory Committee

TODD THOMAS, CPC,CCS-P** 
 President of Thomas and Associates, Oklahoma City, OK

Past President of Oklahoma Chapter of AAPC
 

ELIJAH BERG, MD, FACEP** 
Chair, MACEP Reimbursement Committee 

Past Chair,  ACEP Reimbursement Committee
Medicare Emergency Medicine Carrier  

Advisory Representative
CEO, Medical Reimbursement Systems

PETER SMULOWITZ, MD 
Instructor in Medicine, Harvard Medical School

Staff Emergency Department Attending Physician,  
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

Chair, MACEP Governmental Affairs Committee
 

**In accordance with ACCME Policy, all faculty are required to disclose to the 
program audience any real or apparent conflicts of interest related to the content 
of their presentation.  These presenters have indicated  in accordance with the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) standard and 
the policy of ACEP that they have a relationship which, in the context of their 
presentation, could be perceived by some as a real or apparent conflict of interest 
(e.g. ownership of stock, grants, honoraria, or consulting fees, but these presenters 
do not consider that it will influence their presentations.


